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League, by the Irish potato famine—which was really
totally irrelevant—and by Lord John Russell's declara-
tion in favour of repeal in November. Peel, although
deeply pledged to Protection, had become convinced
by the arguments of Cobden. When, therefore, he
realised that he could no longer defend the Corn Laws,
and when he failed to convert the majority of his
Cabinet to repeal, he resigned (December, 1845).
The Queep summoned Russell to form a Free Trade
administration. But Russell had no desire to be the
head of a minority Government which would be
assailed in front by a solid phalanx of angry Protec-
tionists led bv Bentinck and Disraeli, and incon-
venienced in tne rear by a belligerent band of aggres-
sive Cobdenites whose cosmopolitanism, pacificism, re-
publicanism, and general radicalism filled Russell with
loathing and alarm. He therefore sought diligently for
some way of escape, and found it in Palmerston's re-
fusal to take any office except the Foreign Office and
Grey's refusal to take any office if Palmerston held the
Foreign Office. Palmerston may have been inevitable,
but Grey certainly was not. The excuse, however,
served. Russell revoked, and the Queen sent for Peel
again.
Peel made the second and greatest mistake in his
life in coming back; it was a greater mistake than the
one he had made in 1829, when he betrayed his party
in the matter of Catholic Emancipation. True, in 1846
he had the excuse that he had changed his views—an
excuse that was not available sixteen years before.
Nevertheless, he had been sent to Parliament as a pro-
tector of the agricultural interest; he had defended the
Corn Laws in a series of speeches that had completely
identified him with the cause of " the gentlemen of
England "; he was the trusted leader and representative
of the old rural communities of the counties as against
the new encroaching proletariat of die towns. He had
put himself in a false position, for his heart was always

